Spanish River Connection Doctrinal Statement

The Bible 

We believe that the Bible is the inerrant Word of God. It is our only infallible source of truth, and the only thing that can bind our consciences. In it, God has given us what we need to know for salvation, Godly living, and a proper, though limited, understanding of Him.

These are the commands, decrees and laws the LORD your God directed me to teach you to observe in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to possess, so that you, your children and their children after them may fear the LORD your God as long as you live by keeping all his decrees and commands that I give you, and so that you may enjoy long life. (Deuteronomy 6:1-2).

“Your word, O LORD, is eternal; it stands firm in the heavens.” (Psalm 119:89).

“...and how from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17 so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.” (2 Timothy 3:15-17).

“Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet's own interpretation. For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.”  (2 Peter 1:20-21).

God

There is only one true and living God. While He is one in His substance, or being, this one substance is revealed to us as "Triune" or containing three persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. All three are equal in majesty, glory, and power, and must each be worshiped as God.

“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.”  (Genesis 1:1-2).

“Serve the LORD with fear and rejoice with trembling. Kiss the Son, lest he be angry and you be destroyed in your way, for his wrath can flare up in a moment. Blessed are all who take refuge in him.” (Psalm 2:11-12).

“God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of the fact. Exalted to the right hand of God, he has received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out what you now see and hear.”  (Acts 2:32-33).

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.” (John 1:1).

“But about the Son he says, "Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever, and righteousness will be the scepter of your kingdom.” (Hebrews 1:8).

“Then Peter said, "Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart that you have lied to the Holy Spirit and have kept for yourself some of the money you received for the land? Didn't it belong to you before it was sold? And after it was sold, wasn't the money at your disposal? What made you think of doing such a thing? You have not lied to men but to God."  (Acts 5:3-4).

God is sovereign over all the universe and does whatever pleases Him causing or allowing everything to happen that does happen. He is righteous and just and will not tolerate sin and must punish it. God is love and therefore has reached out to people to make it possible for them to know Him and have life with Him. God is eternal in that there has never been a time when He did not exist nor will there be a time when He does not exist.  He is all-knowing, all-powerful and  everywhere present. God is perfect and holy in all His attributes and He never changes. He is transcendent, meaning that His ways and His wisdom are far above that of man. 

Our God is in heaven; he does whatever pleases him. (Psalm 115:3).

Man

Ever since man was tested in the Garden of Eden, and failed the test, he has been born with a sin nature that makes it impossible for him to know God or please God. This sin nature erects a barrier of natural animosity between man and God that man is not capable of overcoming. By his very nature, man does not desire the things of God, and actively rebels against God, suppressing the truth that he knows about God in unrighteousness (Romans 1:18).

“Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me. (Psalm 51:5).

“…for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,” (Romans 3:23).

“Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned--”  (Romans 5:12).

Salvation

God desires a relationship with His creation and mankind specifically. In love, God chose and predestined some to come to a knowledge of Him and have faith in Him so that they might be restored to a proper relationship with Him. Justification and salvation are by faith alone. All those who believe and confess Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord are saved by their faith.

“Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as righteousness.” (Genesis 15:6).

"--but the righteous will live by his faith--”  (Habakkuk 2:4b).

“Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God's wrath remains on him.”  (John 3:36).

“When the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and honored the word of the Lord; and all who were appointed for eternal life believed.”  (Acts 13:48).

“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God--  not by works, so that no-one can boast.”  (Ephesians 2:8-9).

Substitutionary Atonement

According to Scripture, God planned and accomplished the salvation of believers through the substitutionary atonement of Jesus Christ, God the Son who became a man. By substitutionary we mean that Jesus took our place by going to the cross where the Father put all of our sins on Him and then punished Him as our Substitute. By atonement, we mean that Jesus completely atoned for, or paid the penalty for all of our sins, past, present, and future. It was through this method that God was able to satisfy both his perfect righteousness and justice while at the same time demonstrating His amazing love and mercy, all to the praise of His glory.

“We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.” (Isaiah 53:6).

“God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.” (2 Corinthians 5:21).

Death
Physical death is caused by sin. It is the separation of the spirit from the body. 

“As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead.” (James 2:26).

When a believer dies, his spirit goes directly to be with the Lord.

“While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit." (Acts 7:59).

“We are confident, I say, and would prefer to be away from the body and at home with the Lord.”  (2 Corinthians 5:8).

“I am torn between the two: I desire to depart and be with Christ, which is better by far;”  (Philippians 1:23).

When an unbeliever dies, his spirit goes to a place of torment awaiting the final judgment when he will be consigned to eternal punishment .

“He will punish those who do not know God and do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. They will be punished with everlasting destruction and shut out from the presence of the Lord and from the majesty of his power.” (2 Thessalonians 1:8-9).

When the Lord returns, all believers will receive glorified bodies and live forever with the Lord (1 Thessalonians 4:16-17).

“Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake: some to everlasting life, others to shame and everlasting contempt.” (Daniel 12:2).

“For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord for ever.”  (1 Thessalonians 4:16-17).

The Church and its Mission

God saves people individually but He has called them to live in a community which is His church. Thus Christians join together in a local church to reach people with the gospel of salvation and to help them to grow in their knowledge of God and cultivate their relationship with Him and with each other. We in the SRC Connection believe that God has called us to obey the Great Commission through the planting of churches throughout the world, and that this is a most effective means of evangelism.

“Paul and Barnabas appointed elders for them in each church and, with prayer and fasting, committed them to the Lord, in whom they had put their trust.” (Acts 14:23).

“Paul, Silas and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace and peace to you.  The Lord's message rang out from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia--your faith in God has become known everywhere. Therefore we do not need to say anything about it,”  (1 Thessalonians 1:1, 8).

The Christian’s Role in Society

The Christian is called to be God’s representative and witness to the world. God does not call men to live apart from the rest of the world, but rather that the rest of the world might see God and His truths through His people.

"You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled by men. You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven. (Matthew 5:13-16).

The Return of the Lord

Our Lord's return will be personal, visible, and universal. We do not know when He will return, therefore it is our duty to make preparation for and live in readiness of His coming. When He comes, he will bring an end to history as we know it, and usher in the "eternal state".

“First of all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers will come, scoffing and following their own evil desires. They will say, "Where is this `coming' he promised? Ever since our fathers died, everything goes on as it has since the beginning of creation." (2 Peter 3:3-4).

“But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid bare. Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You ought to live holy and godly lives as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming. That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat. But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, the home of righteousness. So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, make every effort to be found spotless, blameless and at peace with him.” (2 Peter 3:10-14).

The Reformed View Of Salvation

A person becomes a child of God by trusting Jesus the Messiah to forgive his sins and save him from eternal condemnation and by acknowledging Jesus as his Lord and putting himself under His authority.

But how does a person come to the place where he understands that he is a sinner and needs Jesus as his Savior so that he is willing to trust Him and commit his life to Him?

A. This question is answered in two ways by different interpretations of the Bible.

(1) There are those who say that people have free will and are therefore free to choose God. It is up to each individual to make a decision. This is called Arminianism.

(2) The Reformed view states that people’s wills are free only in the physical realm but not the spiritual realm. Man in his natural state will never seek God or choose to follow Jesus. In fact, he exercises his will against God. This is what the Scriptures teach about how a person comes to saving faith in Jesus.

1. Man’s Inability: Man is spiritually dead to God in his sins and would never believe in God or choose God.

“As it is written: "There is no-one righteous, not even one; there is no-one who understands, no-one who seeks God. All have turned away, they have together become worthless; there is no-one who does good, not even one." (Romans 3:10-12).

“for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God”  (Romans 3:23).

“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 6:23).

“The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually discerned.” (1 Corinthians 2:14).

“As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2 in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. 3 All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath.” (Ephesians 2:1-3).

“And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4 The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.” (2 Corinthians 4:3-4).

Man is physically alive but spiritually dead and therefore has no ability to understand truth from God. Man is analog and God is digital, and the two are incompatible. People can hear the good news of Jesus and will never respond to the invitation to come to Jesus and trust Him as their Savior and Lord because they cannot understand spiritual truth. People in and of themselves will never respond to the gospel. But millions of people around the world are coming to Christ and receiving forgiveness of sins and the gift of eternal life from Him. They are born again, being made spiritually alive, so that they can relate to God in the spiritual realm. This is only because God has chosen some to be saved.

2. Election: God has chosen some to be saved.

God could have consigned all of us to eternal death, but in His great love for us He made the decision to save some. God knew that no one would seek Him (see Romans 3:11) or choose Him (John 15:16). Therefore God, prompted by His love, made a decision to choose some to be saved. The Doctrine of Election is rooted in the Scriptures.

a.  Jesus was emphatic on the doctrine of election.

After Jesus fed the 5,000 He left the area to get away from the masses of people (John 6:15). The crowds caught up with Jesus in Capernaum and wanted Him to work another miracle. The people had eaten a meal provided by Jesus and they wanted more. Jesus let them know that there is more to life than the physical realm. 

Then Jesus declared, "I am the bread of life. He who comes to me will never go hungry, and he who believes in me will never be thirsty. But as I told you, you have seen me and still you do not believe. All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never drive away.” (John 6:35-37).

"No-one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him, and I will raise him up at the last day.” (John 6:44). 

In John 6:37 Jesus said that “all that the Father gives me will come to me...” The Father is giving some people to Jesus and those He gives to Jesus will come to Him and those who come to Him will never lose their eternal relationship with Him.  If you construe this verse to say that God has given all people to Jesus, then you have universalism because Jesus said that all that the Father has given Him will come to Him, and those who come to Him are assured of eternal life in that they will never be cast out.  In John 6:44 Jesus made it clear that no one is able to understand the gospel and trust Him as Savior unless the Father draws that person to Jesus. 

b. The Scriptures consistently teach the doctrine of election.

-God chose Abraham to be the father of all who believe.  Genesis 12:1-3

-God chose Jacob and not Esau as the child of the promise. Genesis 25:23 

Note Paul’s commentary on this situation.

“Not only that, but Rebekah's children had one and the same father, our father Isaac. 11 Yet, before the twins were born or had done anything good or bad--in order that God's purpose in election might stand: 12 not by works but by him who calls--she was told, "The older will serve the younger." 13 Just as it is written: ‘Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.’” (Romans 9:10-13).

Note these verses.

“When the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and honoured the word of the Lord; and all who were appointed for eternal life believed.” (Acts 13:48).

“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight.”  (Ephesians 1:3-4).

“In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will..”  (Ephesians 1:11).

“But we ought always to thank God for you, brothers loved by the Lord, because from the beginning God chose you to be saved through the sanctifying work of the Spirit and through belief in the truth.”  (2 Thessalonians 2:13).

“Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To God's elect, strangers in the world, scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia, who have been chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through the sanctifying work of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and sprinkling by his blood: Grace and peace be yours in abundance.”  (1 Peter 1:1-2).

There is a popular teaching on election put forth by Arminians which states that God chooses those He knew would believe in Jesus. This of course makes election useless because, according to Arminius,  man has already chosen God in and of himself.  Arminians contend that man is not spiritually dead but just sick and can therefore understand spiritual truth and choose to believe in Jesus. But this view is not supported by Scriptures (Ephesians 2:1, Romans 3:10-12, 1 Corinthians 2:14).

3. The sufficiency of the atonement.

For whom did Christ die? This is one of the most difficult doctrinal questions because there are verses which state that Jesus died for all people, and then there are verses which state that Jesus died only for the sins of a select number.

The following verses seem to teach that Jesus died for the sins of everyone. 

“We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.” (Isaiah 53:6).

"For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” (John 3:16).

“This is good, and pleases God our Savior, 4 who wants all men to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth. 5 For there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave himself as a ransom for all men--the testimony given in its proper time.” (1 Timothy 2:3-6).

“The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.” (2 Peter 3:9).

“My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have one who speaks to the Father in our defense--Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world.” (1 John 2:1-2).

There are also verses which seem to state that Jesus died for the sins of a predetermined number.

“She (Mary) will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” (Matthew 1:21).

“....just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” (Matthew 20:28).

“... as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her (Not for everyone)” (Ephesians 5:25).

14 "I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me-- 15 just as the Father knows me and I know the Father--and I lay down my life for the sheep (Not goats). (John 10:14-15).

“But God demonstrates his own love for us (Christians) in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. (Romans 5:8).

One problem in teaching that Jesus died for the sins of everyone is that you have the Father punishing Jesus for the sins of people He knew He was not going to save, if election is true. Another problem in teaching that Jesus died for the sins of everyone is that if Jesus actually paid for everyone’s sins, then the Father has no right to condemn anyone to eternal torment because Jesus already took that punishment for them. This leads to universalism which is not taught in the Scriptures.

 Jesus said, “Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.” (Matthew 25:46).

We know that all people are not going to be saved. Some have seen this problem and tried to get around it by saying that it is no longer the sin problem but the Son problem, meaning that the only sin people can commit is not to believe in Jesus. But, this unbelief would also be a sin, and if Jesus actually paid for all of their sins, this one too would have been paid for. 

This is a difficult area of theology, but the Scriptures that seem to be general and universal can be easily explained as referring to those God has chosen.  The real question that has to be answered is: What actually happened at the cross?  If you say that Jesus died for the sins of everyone, then you are a universalist, because if He actually died for the sins of everyone, then the Father cannot condemn anyone because they have already been condemned. Therefore: What actually happened at the cross?  Did Jesus pay for anyone’s sins, and if so, whose sins did He pay for?  The Reformed position is that Christ paid only for the sins of those the Father had chosen for salvation. 

4. The wooing of the Spirit:  How a spiritually dead person becomes spiritually alive.

If no one will ever choose God, how does God work to save those He has chosen? God the Father drew up the plan of salvation, God the Son came to earth to work the plan, and God the Holy Spirit applies the plan to the elect. 

“Jesus said, But I tell you the truth: It is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go away, the Counselor will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. When he comes, he will convict the world of guilt in regard to sin and righteousness and judgment: in regard to sin, because men do not believe in me;  in regard to righteousness, because I am going to the Father, where you can see me no longer; and in regard to judgment, because the prince of this world now stands condemned. (John 16:7-11).

God the Holy Spirit, at the time appointed by God, begins to work in the hearts and minds of the elect to open their spiritual eyes and ears to bring them to Jesus.  Paul explained this in 2 Corinthians 4:3-6.

“And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. For we do not preach ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus' sake. For God, who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ. But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from God and not from us.”  (2 Corinthians 4:3-7).

The God who said, “Let there be light” (Genesis 1:3) is also the one who causes His light to shine in the hearts of those who are spiritually dead and makes it possible for them to understand the gospel so that  they believe and are saved. 

God works all of this through the gospel message. Paul said this about the gospel.

“I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile.”  (Romans 1:16).

The power is in the gospel as the Holy Spirit takes it and opens the eyes of the elect. This means that God works through Christians to proclaim the gospel to all people and as we see people respond in faith we learn who the elect are. God has made Christians His partners in the great work He is doing of bringing to Himself a people to be His own. We don’t know who the elect are so we share with those God brings our way and see what He does with it.

Luke wrote, “When the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and honored the word of the Lord; and all who were appointed for eternal life believed.” (Acts 13:48). The gospel goes forth and those who believe are the elect. God does the saving as we proclaim the good news.

This also means that it is not up to us to convince anyone of anything. We can’t open hearts and minds and we can’t sell anyone the gospel. God does that. We are His ambassadors. If man has free will and can choose for or against God, then the church should train the best salesman in the world and send them out to convince people to accept Jesus. But it doesn’t work that way. Many people hear clear presentations of the gospel but they understand none of it because they are spiritually dead to God. But the Holy Spirit is at work taking the gospel message and applying it to the hearts of those whom God has chosen and for whom Christ died. Jesus said,

“All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never drive away. (John 6:37).

The phrase, “will come to me” is the work of the Holy Spirit in convicting people of sin, righteousness and judgment and opening their hearts to the gospel message.

5. Eternal security and perseverance: The completeness of God’s salvation. 
Arminians teach that those who choose Jesus for salvation can also unchoose Him and be lost once again. Then they have to be saved all over again, or they will be eternally lost. But note Scripture.

“Jesus said, “My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no-one can snatch them out of my hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no-one can snatch them out of my Father's hand.” (John 10:27-29).

Three times Jesus states that those who truly belong to Him cannot be lost. Those whom God has chosen and for whom Christ died will never lose their eternal life. If you believe that you can lose your salvation it means that you do not believe that Jesus actually paid for all of your sins. But note what the writer of Hebrews wrote.

“And by that will, we have been made holy through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. “(Hebrews 10:10).

“...because by one sacrifice he has made perfect for ever those who are being made holy” (Hebrews 10:14).

Jesus’ death took care of our sins once and for all. Anyone who believes that he is saved by grace through faith but must then maintain his salvation by “living a good life” believes in works salvation because he believes that he has to add what Christ did through His death and resurrection.

Paul wrote, Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, (Romans 8:1). God will not condemn the elect because He condemned Christ in their place.

Paul wrote to the Christians in Philippi and told them that he was, “confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 1:6). God not only chooses people to be saved but those He chooses He keeps by His power and grace. 

Some say that you will encourage people to sin if you teach “once saved always saved.” Anyone who says this does not understand that Jesus came not only to save us from the penalty of sin but also the power of sin. Sin is destructive and the more the Christian realizes this the more he wants to stay close to Jesus and, by His power, live His kind of life. Look at John 10:27-29 above. Jesus said that the ones who have eternal life are His sheep, not goats. They demonstrate that they belong to Jesus because they follow Him. Paul said that “those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God.” (Romans 8:14). 

The full orbed teaching of the Scriptures is that God chooses some to be saved because no one would ever choose Him. These are the ones for whom Jesus died and these are the ones to whom God the Holy Spirit applies the finished work of Christ. Those who have truly received the gift of eternal life also receive new hearts and are made spiritually alive to God and therefore begin to manifest this new life in Christ. As a newborn baby demonstrates that he is alive by his movements and sounds, his hunger and thirst, so a newborn spiritual baby manifests his life by his movements towards the things of God and His hunger and thirsting for God and His life.

CONCLUSION
The more you understand these biblical teaching, the more you appreciate the Lord and the fact that He chose you to be His from before the creation of the world. These teachings elicit praise and worship of the highest magnitude because we realize that we are what we are only by the grace of God. That is what grace is all about. The apostle Paul understood this and he continually thanked God for choosing him. If you think about it, Paul is probably the greatest example of election in the Bible. He was not searching for God or the truth. He hated Jesus and was trying to destroy Christianity. But God had other plans for Saul, and embedded His life in him. Paul knew that he was a sinner saved only by God’s grace. Paul wrote,

“For you have heard of my previous way of life in Judaism, how intensely I persecuted the church of God and tried to destroy it. I was advancing in Judaism beyond many Jews of my own age and was extremely zealous for the traditions of my fathers. But when God, who set me apart from birth and called me by his grace, was pleased to reveal his Son in me so that I might preach him among the Gentiles....”  (Galatians 1:13-16).

As Paul finished the section on election in his letter to the church at Rome he said,

“Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable his judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out! "Who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has been his counselor?" "Who has ever given to God, that God should repay him?" For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be the glory for ever! Amen. (Romans 11:33-36).

When you understand God’s grace in election you can do no other than to bow before Him and praise and thank Him for what He has done for you. Our salvation is all of the Lord. He deserves the praise, honor and glory.”
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