THE SPANISH RIVER COVENANT FOR NEW CHURCH PLANTERS  (DRAFT)

Covenant

This agreement is intended to set forth certain expectations and commitments between the church planter and Spanish River Church. Clear communication between both parties is required at all times to prevent misunderstandings during the start up phase of the new church plant and during the growth and expansion phases.

1.  Accordingly, I__________________________________________, with a desire to expand the Kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ have agreed to plant a new church located in the community of_______________________in the state or country of _____________ .

2.  On behalf of 
________________________________________________________________ (Name of church) 
I agree with this  Covenant as follows.

___________ (Please initial) I and my new church believe the Bible to the the inerrant, Word of God, the only infallible rule of faith and practice.  

___________ (Please initial) I and my new church hold to the doctrine set forth in the Reformed Gospel as presented in the SRC network Doctrinal Statement. 

___________ (Please initial) The official board of this church will be composed of male elders two thirds of whom shall be laymen not working for the church. 

___________ (Please intial) This new church will be a church planting church in cooperation with the other churches in the Spanish River network.

___________ (Please initial) I will ensure that a clear, articulate presentation of the Gospel is presented every week in our corporate worship services

___________ (Please initial) I and my church will be under the authority of the SRC GO board until such time as we are fully constituted with elders.  After that time, when matter or situations arise that could possibly divide our church, we will seek counsel from the leadership of SRC.

3. This new church will be a church planting church and agrees to invest in church planting in the SRC network in the following way: 

 _________  (Please initial) We agree to invest 10% of our total general offerings to plant new churches in the SRC network as soon as we become self-supporting.

Note: the 10% of your general offerings which you  invest in church planting can be used for national and international church plants. The GO board recommends that you invest 2/3 into American church plants and 1/3 into international church plants, but this decision is left up to your elders. 

The 10% of your general offerings invested in church planting should be invested in national and international works approved by SRC, until you have appropriated for church planting the amount of money you were given by SRC. The SRC GO Board is continually approving new men to be church planters and these names will be made known to you and your church. The SRC GO Board also has approved various international avenues for church planting in which you can become involved. If your church should surface a church planter that you are interested in supporting, please contact the SRC GO Board for approval before guaranteeing him any funds. 

4. We agree, that if we want to invest money in church plants other than those approved, that we will pay back to the SRC the amount of money we were given before we will put money into planting churches not approved by the SRC GO Board.

5. I will submit to the SRC GO Board a quarterly  report setting forth my progress in establishing and growing my new church.  This report will follow a format provided by the SRC GO Board. The report will concentrate on measuring progress against the approved strategic plan.

6. I have a desire to grow in my understanding of how to plant a church, and thererfore am open to being coached. 

7. I agree to build a relationship with the church or churches which provide funds for us and will give them updates so they can know of our progress. 

8. I understand that if during the process of planting my church, the church planter decides to abandon his efforts and leave this mission voluntarily, the church elders or leaders will be responsible for honoring this covenant.

9. I understand that if our church makes the decision to violate any portion of this covenant , we will pay back to the sponsor church  the amout of money which was given to us. 

10.  I understand that this investment in our church plant is to be taken seriously and that the SRC Global Outreach board may terminate funding with three months notice if it is determined that the church plant or church planter are ineffective in carrying out the mission.

11.  I commit to having my Elder Board sign this document as soon as we are constituted as a local church with officers.  This will demonstrate our long term commitment to the Spanish River Church network and to the success of this new church plant. 

Therefore, in recognition of my desire to serve the Lord by effectively beginning the process of church planting, I agree to this Covenant and am joyful for the opportunity to work with Spanish River Church in furthering the Kingdom of God.

___________________________ __ 

______________
Signature, Church Planter    



Date

Signatures of elders plus an incorporating director when group is organized as a particular church.

______________________________                        _______________     

Signature, Elder





Date
______________________________                        _______________

 Signature, Elder




Date
______________________________                        _______________

 Signature, Elder




Date

______________________________                        _______________

  Signature, Elder




Date

______________________________                        _______________

  Signature, Elder




Date

Spanish River Church agrees to  sponsor 
____________________________________________________

As a daughter church and will provide the following means of support:

______  monetary support in the amount of ___________ to be disbursed according to the following schedule:

______ a designated coach to assist with development and implementation of  strategic church planting initiatives

______ assessment of future church planters that you wish to sponsor

______ people from our congregation not to exceed ____ to join your core group

______ access to training events designed to assist in your development as an effective church planter.

______ best-practices material compiled from current church planting releases

_____________________________________
________________________

Signature on behalf of Spanish River Church

Date
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